y4 telephone receiver design,
using "iron with some elastic
substance''in Edison's27
September 1878 draft of a
caveat.

-1471To Grosvenor Lowrey

X, NjWOE, Lab., Vol. 14:159 and Vol. 18:14 (TAEM 4:317,1057). Letterhead of T. A. Edison; document multiply signed and dated. Vol.
14:159 copied by William Carman in Cat. 996:85, Lab. (TAEM 3:321).
a
"Menlo Park, N.J.," preprinted.
i. This design was one of several receivers Edison described in a 27
September draft caveat. This design and the one following, like those
of 27 September, were intended to avoid infringing Alexander Graham
Bell's patent by getting rid of the electromagnet in the receiver or by
having it vibrate the diaphragm indirectly. Both of the designs here
draw on Edison's efforts to regulate the current in his electric lamps
by using the expansion and contraction of a platinum wire to alter the
resistance in a circuit.
Another design in the draft caveat became patent application Case
159, but no patent ever issued and only the drawing is extant. The patent described in this application or one of the other 27 September designs may be the new receiver mentioned by Edison in Doc. 1461. Vol.
14:150-51, 153, 155-56, Lab. (TAEM 4:307-8, 310, 313-14); Patent
Application Drawings (TAEM 8:754).

[Menlo Park,] Oct 4* sda [iSy^1
Friend Lowrey,
Go ahead— I shall agree to nothing, promise nothing and
say nothing to any person leaving the whole matter to you. All
I want at present is to be provided with funds to push the light
rapidly.2 Yours
T A Edison
ALS (letterpress copy), NjWOE, Lbk. 3:390 (TAEM 28:824). 'Interlined above.
1. On 4 October, Lowrey and Hamilton Twombly went to see Edison
at Menlo Park. Lowrey to TAE, 4 Oct. 1878, DF (TAEM 18:30).
2. On 5 October, Lowrey telegraphed Edison: "Those gentlemen
prefer to wait until some day next week when the light is in good condition to be seen send your messenger down for the money I will leave
it at the office for him answer as soon as you get this because if there
are no trains coming down I will send my messenger out by the 3 oclock
train." Edison replied that he would send a messenger. Lowrey advanced Edison three hundred dollars for electric light expenses with the
expectation he would be reimbursed after the formation of the Edison
Electric Light Co. Two hundred dollars of this money went to Lemuel
Serrell for patent expenses. Lowrey to TAE, TAE to Lowrey, and Porter, Lowrey, Soren & Stone to TAE, all 5 Oct, 1878, DF (TAEM 18:31,
771); Electric Light Co. Statement Book, Accts. (TAEM 88:424,427).
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