Edison had received at least one earlier inquiry about municipal
lighting. In October, a Louisville physician wrote that he had "for
months been opposing the exorbitant charges amounting to extortion"
levied by the local gas company. He asked Edison to advise "as to the
practicability of trying your discovery here" because the city was "almost ready for anything rather than longer submit quietly to the extortion of the Gas Co." Edison's marginal notation indicates that he asked
about "the falls and the mill" opposite the city. George Griffiths to
TAE, 24 and 30 Oct. 1878, DF (TAEM 17:992, 1017).
Charles Batchelor also clipped several newspaper items critical of gas
companies in November and December. One, an editorial entitled "Revenge is Sweet," declared that even though Edison had already earned
public respect, "when he announced his discovery of a method by
which electricity could be used to light cities and houses as a substitute
for gas, admiration turned to reverence and gratitude and his fame became as enduring as the hills." The writer imagined
that there is more enthusiasm over the fall of gas stocks than over
the rise of a new and better illuminator. Whether Edison succeeds
in the perfecting of his invention or not, he will be hailed and remembered as a public benefactor if he does no more than give the
mass of his countrymen an opportunity to enjoy the anxiety, nervousness and unhappiness of the gas companies. To see them
squirm and writhe is a public satisfaction that lifts Edison to a
higher plane than that of the wonderful inventor and causes him to
be regarded as a benefactor of the human race, the leading deity of
popular idolatry. [Brooklyn Daily Eagle, i Dec. 1878, Cat. 1241,
item 1072, Batchelor (TAEM 94:438)].
A month earlier, Batchelor had cut out a cartoon expressing similar
disdain for the gas interests. Captioned "The Edison Electric Light and
the Silly Birds," the drawing represented gas companies as disoriented
birds flying aimlessly at night around an intensely illuminated lighthouse. New York Daily Graphic, 2 Nov. 1878, Cat. 1241, item 993, Batchelor (TAEM 94:403).
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Remarks
1 It will evidently supply current (whether it is being
used or not) to the same amount.
2 If worked for quantity it would want enormous large
conductors owing to the small resistance in each carbon
Chas Batchelor
X, NjWOE, Lab., Cat. 1304:2 (TAEM 9 1:4). Written by Batchelor. 'Obscured overwritten letters.
i. Text is (left) "Shunt Rest i ohm" and (right) "LAMP Res i
ohm." Numerals are (left to right): (top) ".313," ".630" ".633," "1.266"
"3.8," "7.6"; (center) "'A," al/2," "5/s," "3/4," "7/s," "15/i6"; (bottom) "1.9,"
".38," ".253," ".181," ".o75/2i," ".063" Batchelor's drawing is adapted
from figure 5 of an article on the electric light research of William Sawyer and Albon Man which appeared in the 7 December Scientific American (39:351, 354-55); actually published about 27 or 28 November.
Sawyer and Man designed their switch to protect the carbon burner in
77ze Sawyer-Man electric
lamp (left). The switch for
a Sawyer-Man light
(right).
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their lamp from heating too rapidly. The contact at left between posts
i and i was moved successively between terminal pairs to the right, diverting a fraction of the current from the shunt at the upper left to a
lamp of equal resistance in the lower right corner. The lamp and shunt
circuits were proportioned so that the resistance of the complete apparatus remained constant at all times. "The Sawyer-Man Electric
Lamp," Cat. 1241, item 1044, Batchelor (TAEM 94:429).
2. Batchelor copied this diagram from figure 7; however, he left out
the diagonal line at bottom left corresponding to the one at top left.
Text is "i ohm," "Resistance of 100 ohms" and "House gets '/loo of
the current."
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New Receiver

Menlo Park, NJ.,a Nov 28th 1878

For regulating moisture of Button.
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